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SUBJECT: THE VIEW FROM GAZA 

REF: (A) BEIRUT 0204, (B) TEL AVIV 0309, (C) 77 TEL AVIV 10958 

1 . IN CONSIDERING THE FUTURE, WE THINK THAT THE RELATION- 
SHIP BETWEEN THE SHAWWAS (THE SPOKESMAN OF THE NATIVE 
GAZANS) AND THE PLO (THE SPOKESMAN OF THE REFUGEES) IS 
AN INTERESTING ONE. THE SHAWWAS FEEL THAT THEY SHOULD 
BE THE RIGHTFUL POWERS OF GAZA, YET RECOGNIZE THAT THEY 
ARE IN NO POSITION TO INFLUENCE THE COURSE OF EVENTS. 

THIS MAKES THEM OPPORTUNISTS, AND EXPLAINS THE APPROPRIATE 
SHAWWA NODS WHEN THE PLO WAS RIDING HIGH. HOWEVER, IF 
THE SHAWWA'S GAME IS TO MAINTAIN THEIR DOMINANT POSITION 
IN GAZA. IT IS UNREALISTIC TO EXPECT THEM TO COOPERATE 
WITH A PLO OF WHATEVER STRIPE, IF THEY HAVE A CHOICE. 

EVEN IF "MODERATES" WERE IN FIRMER CONTROL OF THE 
PLO AND INTERESTED (AND ABLE?) IN KEEPING GUNMEN AND 
RADICALS IN LINE, THEY WOULD STILL POSSESS THE GUNS AND 
RESOURCES TO THREATEN SHAWWA PREDOMINANCE IN GAZA. THE 
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PLO WOULD ALSO BE ABLE TO MOBILIZE THE NUMEROUS BUT POLI- 
TICALLY DORMANT REFUGEES MORE EFFECTIVELY THAN THE SHAWWAS. 

2. IN DISCUSSING POSSIBLE FUTURE COOPERATION WITH THE PLO, 

MAYOR RASHID SHAWWA SUGGESTED IN DECEMBER (REF C) THAT HE 
WOULD NOT MIND PARTICIPATING IN A NEW PALESTINIAN LEADERSHIP 
EMERGING FROM A SPLINTERED PLO AND LOCAL WEST BANK AND 
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GAZA LEADERS. TOWN MANAGER ISAM SHAWWA (HIS NEPHEW) 

HANDLED THIS SUBJECT DIFFERENTLY IN A SUBSEQUENT CONVERSATION 
(REF B) HE STATED THAT HE RESPECTED PLO-ASSOCIATED INTELLEC- 
TUALS AND PROFESSIONAL MEN, AND SAW A NEED AND A PLACE FOR 
THEM IN A WEST BANK AND GAZA TO WHICH PEACE HAD RETURNED. 
(AND FROM WHICH THE ISRAELIS HAD DEPARTED). BOTH SHAWWAS 
APPEAR TO BE WILLING TO COOPERATE WITH PLO ''MODERATES" 

ONLY AFTER THEY HAVE LEFT THE PLO FOLD OR THE ORGANIZATION 
HAS FALLEN APART. ONLY THEN DO "MODERATES" BECOME THE VALU- 
ABLE HUMAN RAW MATERIAL OF THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE RATHER 
THAN A THREAT TO SHAWWA PREDOMINANCE. 

3. SINCE THE IDF PRESUMABLY IS NOT GOING TO MAINTAIN 
ORDER IN GAZA INDEFINITELY, THE SHAWWAS PREFER THAT THE 
JORDANIANS TAKE ON THE TASK. THE GOJ, AS COMPARED TO THE 
PLO, HAVE FAR LESS REASON TO SUPPLANT THE SHAWWAS AND 
MORE TO COOPERATE WITH THEM. ON THE OTHER HAND, WE 
WONDER HOW HUSSEIN FEELS ABOUT A FUTURE GOJ ROLE IN GAZA. 

WE WOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE EMBASSY AMMAN'S VIEWS ON THE 
SUBJECT. 

LEWIS 
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